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Introduction 

One of the most common and effective paths embraced by 
Muslims throughout the ages to attain spiritual enlightenment 
is the quest for a guide, commonly referred to as a Murshid. A 


solemn pledge of allegiance with the Murshid known as Bay/'at. 


The Murshid assumes the role of a spiritual father for a Mureed 
(disciple). Just like a _ biological father provides worldly 
nourishment to his children, the Murshid, in this spiritual 
analogy, nurtures his Mureeds with essential spiritual 
nutrients. This includes remembrance of Allah Almighty, love 
for the beloved Prophet alu 5 ailé a) i adherence to the 
teachings of the Quran and Sunnah, avoiding sins, and 


engagement in virtuous deeds, among others. 


However, the question often arises as to whether having a 
Murshid is established from the Quran and Sunnah. To address 
this quesiton, this booklet presents various proofs from Quran 
and Hadith affirming the significance of seeking a Murshid and 


taking Bay'at with him. 


The literal meaning of Bay'at (pledge of allegiance) 

The literal meaning of Bay’at is to be sold. In Islamic and Sufi 
terminology, it has several forms. One of which is to put one's 
hand into the hands of a Perfect Murshid in order to repent of 
past sins, intend to do good deeds while avoiding future sins, 
and make the Murshid a means of recognizing Allah Almighty. 
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Taking Ba’yat is Sunnah. The proof of Bay’at is found in the 
Holy Qur'an. Therefore, in part 15, Surah Bani Israel, Ayah 
number 71, Allah, the Most Merciful, the Exalted, states: 


“aps LI 13255 2 35 


Translation of Kanz-ul-Irfan: Remember’ the day We shall call 


every group with their Imam!’ 


Mufti Anmad Yar Khan 4i€ «i! 443 comments on this Ayah in the 
following way: From this, it is known that a righteous person 
should be taken as an Imam in the world. In Shari’at, (this is 
done) by doing Taqgleed, and in Tareeqat (it is done by) taking 
Bay’at. 


This ensures that one's resurrection occurs alongside virtuous 


individuals... This verse proves Taqleed, Bay'at and Muridi.* 


What is the straight path? 
Allah Almighty states in Surah Fatiha: 


5) aie) blza) Cys! 
(/ TOMY oe AP Eye! t agile EST Gill bloe 


? Al-Quran (17:71) 


? (Nur al-Irfan, 15, Bani Israel, under verse 71) 
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Translation of Kanz-ul-Irfan: The path of those upon whom 
You have bestowed favor, not of those who have earned Your 


wrath, nor of those who have gone astray. 


Under these Ayahs, it is narrated in Sirat al-Jinan that Imam 
Fakhr al-Din Razi aié «i! 435 states: "Some commentators have 
said that after ami) Lytal Gad), Allah, the most merciful, mentions 
agule Gai] Gall Lie. This indicates that a seeker can reach the 
levels of guidance and 44 (unveiling) only when he follows the 
guidance of an Perfect Murshid who guides him towards the 


right path, saving him from errors and deviations. 


This is because most people are dominated by Nafs, and their 
intellects are deficient in distinguishing between right and 
wrong. Therefore, it is necessary for there to be a perfect person 
whom the imperfect person follows, to the extent that through 
the light of the intellect of the perfect person, even the deficient 
intellect of the imperfect person becomes strengthened. In this 
way, the imperfect person can reach the heights of blessings 
and perfections."* 

Proof of Bay’at from the Holy Quran 

It is stated in the Holy Quran: 


C5 9 1 Zw gt M Pee 7 99 wi ant. CTAKC S 
Pg) SAW UI Orla Seale OrWl ol 


° (Tafsir al-Kabir, Al-Fatiha, 1/164 | Sirat al-Jinaan, vol 1, pg 59) 
4 


Translation of Kanz-ul-Irfan: Those who pledge allegiance to 
you are actually pledging allegiance to Allah. The Hand of Allah 


is above their hands* 


Under this Ayah, it is stated in Sirat al-Jinan: According to the 
Quranic commentators, the Bay’at mentioned in this verse 
refers to the Bay’at which was taken by the Prophet 5 ile 4 cle 
ais from the Companions 4 4) (25 at the place of Hudaybiyyah. 


It is famously known as ‘Bay’at e Rizwan’. 


It further states: Taking Bay’at from saints is the Sunnah of the 
noble companions a 4) (445, whether it be Bay’at to accept 
Islam, Bay’at to perform piety, Bay’at to carry out repentance, 


or Bay’at to do good actions etc. 


Furthermore, Allah Almighty also states in the Holy Quran: 
. Boe 2 0s of HS 2 G44 Ve oes - gate “Wolo ib = vat 
Va AVG Est wh HYG F da Geach 


F ed 


a 3 ie. e ne “3 ne ‘oe Ge, Se 7 (bar 477 97.27 
Voc oa Ns oeWl OVA AB RZ OSLY SOPSYN ORE YIOON 


Sons ath Fb et OF) oars ote B92,[ 5% 359 2% 5n lIC2 2 

(12) Sia 5 $38 Al Ol? Ab) oa) pBaRAls Cel 35005 radi 
Translation of Kanz-ul-Irfan: Dear Prophet! When Muslim 
women come to you to pledge that they will not ascribe any 
partner to Allah, and they will not steal, and they will not 
fornicate, and they will not kill their offspring, and they will not 


bring slander that they fabricate between their hands and feet, 


* Al-Quran (48:10) 


and they will not disobey you in anything good, then accept 
their pledge and seek forgiveness for them from Allah. Indeed 


Allah is Most-Forgiving, Most-Merciful.° 


Under the commentary of this Ayah, it is stated in Sirat 
al-Jinan: Taking Bay’at from Shaykhs is a Sunnah because 
believing women used to do Bay’at with the beloved Prophet clue 
alu 5 43le 4), They pledged to refrain from future sins. This is the 
essence of the Bay’at with Shaykhs. 


It is important to note that there are four types of Bay’at : (1) 
Bay’at for Islam, (2) Bay’at for Caliphate, (3) Bay’at for Piety, 
and (4) Bay’at for Repentance. In contemporary times, Bay’at 
often refers to the Bay’ah of repentance or piety. The basis for 
such Bay’at is derived from Ayahs like this and similar ones in 


the Quran. 


Proof of Bay’at from Hadith 

The concept of Bay’at has also been mentioned in the blessed 
hadiths. This Bay’at was taken for different things: sometimes 
on piety and obedience, sometimes on the goodwill of people, 
and sometimes on obedience to the Emir in acts that are not 


sinful (i.e. other than sin). 


In addition to this, it is proven that the Sahaba eet 4) 25 took 
Bay’at from the Messenger of Allah pile jal ai ghee 


5 Al-Quran (60:12) 


Sayyiduna Ubadah bin Samit 4ic 41 (445 says: “We did Bay’at 
with Prophet lu 5 ile ail ie, that we will obey (our leader) in 
difficulty and in ease, in happiness and hardship, and when 
(someone is given) preference upon us. (We also did Bay’at on) 
avoiding fighting anyone against his authority, and that we will 
be true wherever we are. We will not say anything else and we 


will not be afraid of the sign of someone who blames Allah”.® 


Similarly, Ubada bin Samit 4ic¢ 4) (+5 also narrates that we were 
in a meeting with the Messenger of Allah lis jaile a) 14 who said: 
“Take Bay’at with me that you will not associate anything with 
Allah Almighty, that you will not commit adultery, that you will 
not steal, that you will not take any life which is forbidden by 
Allah Almighty to take but with (legal) justification; and whoever 
among you fulfills it, his reward is with Allah Almighty and he 
who commits any such thing and is punished for it, that will be 
an atonement for it and if anyone commits anything and Allah 
conceals (his faults), his matter rests with Allah Almighty. He 


may forgive if He likes, and He may punish him if He likes.”’ 


Similarly, Imam Fakhruddin Razi 4s) al narrates in Tafsir 
Kabir: When 70 Companions < 4 25 of the beloved Prophet 
alu 5 aie a1 Ji did Bay’at with him on the night of Uqba in 
Makkah. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Rawaha se 4 (445 said, “O 


® (Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul Imaraat Hadith: 1709) 
’ (Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul Hudood Hadith: 1709) 
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Messenger of Allah elu 3 aile a) 4! Make whatever condition you 


want regarding your Lord and yourself”. 


The last Messenger of Allah alu jaile ail 4 said: “It is a condition 
regarding your Lord, that you worship Him and do not associate 
anyone with Him. The condition regarding me is that the things 
you protect your lives and wealth from, you should protect me 
from that as well (that is, protect me in the same way as you 


protect your lives and property)”. 


The companions ée 4 5 asked: “Ya RasulAllah Ain jase au) Loy 
What will be our reward when we do this?” The beloved Prophet 
alu 5 aile i! 4 said: "Paradise.” The companions eit 4) G2) said: 
“This is a beneficial “‘Bay’at’. We will neither break this Bay’at, 


nor will we demand that it be broken”. 


On this occasion this noble verse was revealed: 


27 


EN IOL oBsals eal le Geo EIA G! 


Allah has indeed purchased from the believers their lives and 


their wealth in exchange for Paradise.® 


We saw the proof of taking Bay’at from these narrations. It is 
evident that the beloved Prophet elu jaile a) 1 used to urge the 


noble companions ¢¢ 4) 25 to take Ba’yat on various issues. 


8 (Tafsir Kabir, Para 11, Surah Tawba, under Ayah 111, vol 6, pp 150) 
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Is it mandatory to take Bay’at? 

Before delving into the answer to this question, it's essential to 

understand that there are two types of Murshid: a general 

Murshid and a special Murshid. 

1) The general Murshid includes: the words of Allah Almighty 
and his blessed Messenger ls 5 Aide ai) ois, the insights of 
Imams, the principles of Sharia and Tariqah, and the wisdom 
shared by scholars that has both apparent and hidden 
aspects of knowledge. 

2) Special Murshid is a saint linked to a spiritual lineage. 


People take Bay’at (pledge allegiance) under him. 


Someone who follows a general Murshid, like A Sunni with 
correct beliefs. He believes in Allah Almighty and His Messenger 
lu 5 aie a 4. He believes in the rightly guided Imams. He 
believes in Tagleed being necessary. He reveres the honorable 


saints. He follows the straight path in terms of his beliefs. 


After all this, if he does not take the customary Bay’at from a 
Perfect Murshid, then he is not a sinner. (In this case, We won't 
assert statements such as, "Since he does not follow a Murshid, 
his Murshid is Satan." This is because he does have a 


Murshid—the general Murshid.) 


In other words, in such a situation, it is not necessary or 
obligatory for this type of a person to take Bay’at in the 
customary manner with a Murshid. 
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However, along with accepting the general Murshid, taking 
Bay’at in the customary manner with a Pefect Murshid has a lot 


of benefits. 


For instance, it establishes a connection with the chain of the 
Awliya-Allah and facilitates the attainment of blessings. This 
generally leads people to adhere to Islamic rules and increases 


their interest in religious activities. 


Similarly, being a Mureed of a Perfect Murshid brings strong 
hope for ease in matters related to the grave, the Day of 
Judgment, and the accountability process. This is why many 


great saints have also taken Bay’at. 


Even the noble Sahaba a 4) 425 took Bay’at with the beloved 
Prophet lis jade 2) Ta, Therefore, it is advisable for individuals to 
consider taking Bay’at with a Perfect Murshid in the customary 


manner.? 


What are the 4 conditions for a perfect Murshid? 

For an individual aspiring to find a Murshid, it is necessary to 
consider four conditions when choosing a spiritual guide: 

(1) He should have correct Sunni creeds, 


(2) He should have enough Islamic knowledge of the issues 


related to his needs, 


(3) He should have a connected spiritual chain reaching back to 
the beloved Prophet lis jade ai 1h through a valid chain 
(4) He should not be a Fasiq Mullin (an openly disobedient 


person). 


If a person possesses all four conditions mentioned above, they 
are truly eligible to be a Perfect Murshid and a representative of 
the beloved Prophet lis jade a fh, However, if any one of the 
conditions is missing, then that person is not eligible to be a 
Murshid. Taking Bay’at with them is not permissible and will be 
considered a sin. If someone has already took Bay’at with such 


a person, it is imperative to annul that Bay’at. '° 


What is the purpose of taking Bay’at? 

Hujjat al-Islam Imam Muhammad Ghazali +5) al says: A 
disciple needs a guide and a teacher to guide him to the straight 
path because the path of religion is very narrow. However, in 
comparison, the paths of evil are numerous and prominent. If 
there is one who does not have a mentor to train him, Satan will 


surely lead him to his own path. 


The one who walks in the valleys of danger without any 
guidance, exposes himself to destruction like a plant that grows 
by itself and soon withers. Even if it manages to survive, it may 


sprout leaves, but it will not be fruitful. 


1° ibid 
u 


It is necessary for the disciple to hold on to his guide in the 
same way that a blind man on the bank of a river entrusts his 
life to the one who makes him cross the river. This blind person 
does not perform any opposition in following his guide nor does 


he leave his guide."! 


The situation in other fields 

In every area of life, it's helpful to have someone guide us. Think 
about becoming a doctor — it's not enough to just read books; 
you need training from professionals. Similarly, when it comes 
to learning to drive, you can't rely on reading alone; you need 
someone to teach you. In both cases, having a guide or mentor 


is crucial for turning knowledge into practical skills. 


Similarly, in terms of Islam, we can read the Holy Quran and 
the blessed Hadith, but sometimes it's hard to put those 
teachings into action. That's where we need a guide, or a 


"Murshid." 


A Murshid is your mentor in your spiritual journey. He helps 
you understand and live by the teachings of Islam in your 
everyday life. It's like having a trainer who motivates you and 


helps you stay on the right path. 
Think of it this way: reading books gives you knowledge. But 


what if you have a power influencing you negatively? Will you be 


" (Ihya al-Uloom 3/93) 
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able to learn the contents of that book properly? Definitely not. 
You will need someone to keep you on track. Someone who 
shows you how to put that knowledge into practice. That is 
exactly what a Murshid does - he reminds you of what's 
important, explains the Islamic teachings, and encourages you 


to do good deeds. 


May Allah Almighty enable us to become his devoted servants 
and walk on the straight path. lug allg aile aii joa gill Cofill olay Coal 
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